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parents that a referral is being initiated, explain 
the reasons for the referral, and solicit their input 
and cooperation in the referral process.

Assessment
The first step in determining whether a stu-
dent has a disability, and is in need of a special 
education, is securing the consent of the 
child’s parent(s)/guardian(s) for the evaluation. 
As noted previously, this step is mandated by 
IDEA as part of the procedural safeguards pro-
tecting the legal rights of parent(s)/guardian(s). 
Under the provisions of IDEA, school officials 
must notify the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian(s), 
in their native language, of the school’s intent 
to evaluate (or refusal to evaluate) the student 
and the rationale for this decision; they must 
explain the assessment process and alterna-
tives available to the parent(s)/guardian(s), 

  FIGURE 2.2  A Procedural Decision-Making Model for the Delivery of Special Education Services
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1. IDEA does not mandate parental consent for referral but does require consent for evaluation.

2. Eligibility determination must occur within sixty days of referral.

3. If parents refuse consent for a special education, the school district is not responsible for providing a free appropriate public education.

Assessments can be conducted at a young age and must be individualized 
and comprehensive.
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